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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON 
FELL’S POINT, IN THE CITY OF BALTIMORE. 


Dear sir,—As you have expressed a desire that an account of 
our gracious visitation, should occupy a place in your Christian 
Messenger, and as I am persuaded that it will be. deeply interest- 
ing to the friends of our Immanuel, to hear of the triumphs of his 
cross. I submit the following communication, to be disposed of as 
you may see proper. 

We rejoice to testify, of the recent displays of the great Head 
of the church, in our favour. Upon this part of his moral vineyards 
“ge for many years has been ones with refreshing showers 

rom the Divine Presence.) He has been pleased to pour forth 
floods of living water; so that hundreds who were ready to perish, 
have received of his fulness; and rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

It is important, however, that it should be known, that this amaz- 
ing revelation of goodness and mercy, was in answer to the prayers 
of God’s elect. It was proposed to the society, early in the month 
of September last, that all who felt disposed to practice the much 
neglected duty of fasting should meet in the church on Friday, at 
a stated hour, to implore the divine blessing. Many of the faithful 
complied with this proposal, witheut hesitation. Those meetings 
were peculiarly solemn. Many prayers and tears were offered up 
to God, for the displays of divine and saving influence. Those im- 
portunate efforts were not in vain. The Holy — with his efli- 
cient energies, was sent upon a great many. ‘The congregations 
that attended publick worship, though crowded, were unusually at- 
tentive; while a deathlike solemnity appeared to pervade every 
anxious countenance. In the early part of December, awakening 
influence began to terminate in repentance toward God, and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, with some. But this was only like the 
drops that precede a copious shower. /* was not, however, until 
the last day of the year 1817, at night, that we witnessed the great 
power of God, to salvation. On that ever memorable occasion, the 
church was crowded. After preaching, it was proposed, that all 
who had determined to forsake their sins in future, and serve God 
in spirit and in truth, should publickly declare it, by rising from 
their seats. We suppose that more than five hundred on that occa- 
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sion, avowed their determination to be on the Lord’s side, by rising. 
All this was done with perfect order and decorum. After which, 
numbers crowded to the altar, and threw themselves down before 
God, to implore his covenanted mercy. Many of whom, we believe, 
were made the subject of his saving grace. From that period our 
church was opened for publick worship every evening, except Satur- 
day, for more than six weeks; during which time happy hundreds 
were pressing into the kingdom. It was truly interesting, (while 
there would be from sixty to eighty persons, of different sexes and 
ages, prostrated before God, crying for mercy,) tosee many of them 
rising with all the marks of heavenly transport, declaring the great 
things that God, for Christ’s sake, had done for them. Under these 
circumstances many, like the publican, were smiting their breasts, 
and with cries and tears, were sclemnly appealing to the mercy of 
God; and like him, after a short though painful struggle, went home 
justified. 

. Among those, who have been the subjects of this work, we pre- 
sume, that there are persons of all most every rank and condition in 
life. The young, the middle aged, and the hoary headed have fled 
to the cross, pleaded the blood of sprinkling, and obtained mercy. 
We have taken into the church, since the first of January, about 
five hundred and fifty white persons; and about one hundred and 
thirty persons of colour. We believe the most of them profess to 
have peace with God, through faith in Christ. A large proportion of 
them are settled ia life, and many past a middle age. We trust 
they will stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made them 
free. 

We have found that our house can no longer accommodate our 
congregations; consequently, we have been induced to take mea- 
sures to build another. In waiting on our friends and citizens, to 
take subscriptions for that purpose, we have found them generous 
beyond our most sanguine expectations. We contemplate no dif- 
ficuity in accomplishing the work. 

Oh! that the banner of the Redeemer may be unfurled; may it wave 
and triumph, from the river to the end of the earth. 

Alleluia! the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 

J. DAVIS. 

Fells Point, Baltimore, April 9, 1818. 


ANECDOTE. 


A poor woman, on being asked the usual question by one of the 
sub-committee of a Bible society, “if she had a Bible?” replied, 
‘did you ask me, sir, if [had a Bible? why, what should I do with- 
out my Bible? I bless God I have one: it was the guide of my youth, 
and now itis the comfort of my old age; it has wounded, and it has 
healed me; it has condemned, and it has acquitted me: it has con- 
vinced me that I am a sinner, and it has revealed to me an all-sufh- 
cient Saviour:—precious Bible, what a treasure!” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


ee 


OTAHEITE. 


Translation of a letter from Pomare, king of Tahiti, Otaheite, 
to the missionaries. 


Frrenps,—May you be saved by Jehovah and Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. This is my speech to you, my friends. I wish you to 
send those idols to Britane for the missionary society, that they may 
know the likeness of the gods that Tahiti worshipped. Those were 
my own idols, belonging to our family from the time of Taaroama- 
nahune* even to Vairaatoa:+ and when he died he left them with 
me. And now, having been made acquainted with the true God, 
with Jehovah, he is my God, and when this body of mine shall be 
dissolved in death, may the Three-One save me! And this is my 
shelter, my close hiding place, even from the anger of Jehovah. When 
he looks upon me, [| will hide me at the feet of Jesus Christ the 
Saviour, that I may escape. JI feel pleasure and satisfaction in m 
mind; I rejoice, I praise Jehovah, that he hath made known his word 
unto me. I should have gone to destruction if Jehovah had not in- 
‘ terposed. Many have died and are gone to destruction, kings and 
common people; they died without knowing any thing of the true 
God; and now when it came to the small remainder of the people, 
Jehovah hath been pleased to make known his word, and we are 
made acquainted with his good word, made acquainted with the de- 
ception of the false gods, with all that is evil and false. The true 
God Jehovah, it was he that made us acquainted with these things. 
It was you that taught us; but the words, the knowledge, was from 
Jehovah. It is because of this that I rejoice, and I pray to Jehovah, 
that he may increase my abhorrence of every evil way. The Three- 
One, he it is that can make the love of sin to cease; we cannot effect 
that; man cannot effect it; it is the work of God to cause evil things 
to be cast off, and the love of them to cease. 

I am going a journey around Tahiti, to acquaint the Ratiras with 
the word of God, and to cause them to be vigilant about good things. 
The word of God does grow in Tahiti, and the Ratiras, are diligent 
about setting up houses for worship; they are also diligent in seek- 
ing instruction, and now it is well with Tahiti. 

Chat principal idol, that has the red feathers of the Otuu is Te- 
meharo.{ that is his name, look you, you may know it by the red 
feathers; that was Vairaatoa’s own God, and those feathers were 


j 


* Taaroamanahune lived some ages ago, and was one of the ancestors of Pomare’s family. 

+ Vairaatoa, one of the names of oki Pomare, the king’s father, and though a friend to the mis- 
sionaries, yet he was a most zealous advocate for the gods, and the old religion. 

t Temehare was one of the principal family gods of the royal family of ‘Tahiti; but Oro was the 

rincipal national god, and to him alone human sacrifiee were offered, at least in modern times. 
vom is said to have a brether ealled Tia: these were famous men, deified after their death. 
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from the ship of lheut. Watts (in 1788;) it was Vairaatoa that set 
them himself about the idol. If you think proper, you may burn 
them all in the fire; or, if you like, send them to your country, fom 
the inspection of the people of Europe, that they may satisfy their 
curiosity, and know Tahiti’s foolish gods! 

This 1s also one thing that I want to inquire of you: when I go 
around Tahiti, it may be that the Ratiras and others will ask me to 
put down their names; what shall Ido then? Will it be proper for 
me to write down their names? It is with you—you are our teach- 
ers, and you are to direct us. We have had our prayer-meeting the 
beginning of this month, February; it was at Homai-au Vahi; the Ra- 
tiras and all the people of the district assembled, leaving their 
houses without peopte. They said to me, “write down our names.” 
I answered, “it is agreed.”” Those names are in the enclosed 

aper, which [ have sent for your inspection. Have I done wrong 
in this? Perhaps I have: let me, my friends, know the whole of 
your mind in respect of this matter.* 

May you, my friends, be saved by Jehovah the true God. I have 
written to Mahine for a house for the use of the missionaries; when 
they arrive, you will let Mahine know where the house is to be, and 
he will get the people to remove it there. Let it be at Uaeva, near 

ou. 

It is reported here, chat there is a ship at Morea and I was think- 
ing it might be ship with the missionaries; but it may be that it is 
only an idle report. However, should the missionaries arrive at 
Morea, write to me quickly, that I may know. Let me know also, 


‘what news there may be from Europe, and from Port Jackson. Per- 


haps king George may be dead, let me know. I shall not go around 
‘Tahiti before the month of March. 
May you be saved, my friends, by Jehovah, and Jesus Christ the 
only Saviour by whom we sinners can be saved. 
POMARE, king of Tahiti, &c. &e. 
Tahiti Motuta, Feb. 19, 1816. 





METHODIST MISSIONS. 


WEST INDIES. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Beacock, to the committee, dated Ro- 
seau, Dominica, August 12, 1817. 


Rev. AnD DEAR siR,—Before this reaches you, I suppose you 
will have returned from the conference. I trust God has bless- 
ed you with great success the last year, and presided in the midst 
of you, while consulting together to advance the interests of his 
kingdom. I flatter myself that you have appointed many, who count 


® This was in imitation of us; for during 1814 and 1815, after our month!y missionary prayer- 
meetings, we used to take down the names of such as renounced heathenism and embraced chris- 
tianity ima publick manner; but since the state of affairs is altered in the islands, and the profes- 
sion of christianity is become general, we have thought proper to discontinue the practice, as new 
net likely to answer the ends intended. 
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net their lives dear to them, to labour in this part of the Lord's 
eee: The members of our societies here, as well as most in 
the West Indies, from what I am informed, are almost constantly 
praying, as from one common impulse, that God would send them 
More missionaries. Such a thirst for the gospel perhaps has not 
been observed before. It may be said, in reference to the inhabi 
tants of these islands, that, as the heart panteth after the water- 
brooks, so panteth their souls for the gospel. 

I hope you will soon inform us of the result of conference. and 
that we shall soon see many come in the fulness of the spirit of the 
gospel to the help of the Lord in this western world. Our societies 
in this island are in a good state; peace and love have gained the 
ascendancy; and my feeble endeavours to promote the cause of God 
are marked with some success. 

The inhabitants in many of the country places are very ripe for 
the gospel, and to all appearance a great in-gathering would attend 
the preaching of the gospel among them. ‘These parts have but 
little of my labour bestowed on them, especially during the season 
of these hurricane months, which, from the abundance of rain which 
falls, makes much against travelling. I only visit the country places 
once a fortnight, including all. 

On July 20th I held a love-feast at Prince Rupert’s, in a chapel 
which the society have erected, which will hold upwards of two hun- 
dred. Most of our members in that part of the country were pre- 
sent, and some came from a very great distance. Such artless, fer- 
vent, scriptural testimonies of divine goodness, | never heard before. 
Their souls seemed full: of divine love, and what they spoke ap- 
peared to flow as the natural effusions of their souls. The pet 
continued much longer than the usual time, for it was a painfu 
thought to disturb such enjoyment; but at length I judged it expe- 
dient to do violence to their and my feelings, and ina very abrupt 
and difficult manner the meeting got concluded. But I could not 
help thinking, 

“And if our fellowship below, 
In Jesus be so sweet, 

What height of rapture shall we know, 
When round his throne we meet.” 


On that Sunday I admitted many on trial, and a few backsliders re- 
turned to us again. 

My work is increasingly delightful to me. It is beginning to be 
the soul of my happiness, to instruct the poor heathen and out- 
casts in the unsearchable riches of Christ. What I desire above all 
things is the conversion of poor sinners, and praised be God, for 
some are turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Sa- 
tan toGod. I have not done with trials, nor do I expect tobe freed 
from them in this world; but I feel as though I did not mind them, 
through a consciousness which I have of the presence of God, and 
finding all things work together for my good. 
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Since the above was written, the committee have received a letter, 
communicating the mournful intelligence of the death of the above 
excellent missionary. This took place seventeen days after the 
date of his letter. Thus, in two successive years, both the mis- 
sionaries appointed to Dominica have been called away, and the peo- 

le left as sheep without a shepherd. ‘How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out.”—Mis. Wot. 





EFFICACY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 





Account OF A REMARKABLE ASSEMBLY OF HINDOOS, NEAR DELHI; 
WHO MET TO READ THE SCRIPTURES. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. F. dated May 6, 1817, to 
Rev. Mr. T. Calcutta. 


I am more and more convinced that the inhabitants of India are 
nearly inaccessible io us in their present state, (I mean, with a view 
to their conversion,) from the gross ignorance and want of common 
rudimental instruction which prevails among them; and the great 
means which India appears to be in want of at present, is a syste- 
matick plan of education, universally, patiently and industriously 
to be acted upon throughout the whole of our territories. Only let 
the population have the power to read our Scriptures, and we 
have done them a kindness, the benefit of which nothing can de- 
prive them of. The Bible may do its own work; that it can do 
so has been repeatedly proved, in spite of the melancholy forebo- 
dings and sensitive jealousies of the adversaries to its distribution. 

‘Take an instance, my dear brother, which I think so well calcu- 
lated to cheer our spirits. You know that Anund Messee is now 
baptized. I shall send you his history in the next packet. We 
have every reason to believe in the sincerity of his christian pro- 
fession, and we hope for many beneficial results from his real abili- 
ty and consistent life. The other day he asked my permission to 
leave his little school at M , to go over, fora few days, to 
Delhi, which was the more readily granted, as he still entertains 
hopes of bringing his wife over to the acceptance of the salvation of 
the gospel, as well as his brother and sisters. 

During his stay at Delhi, a-report was in circulation that a num- 
ber of strangers had assembled together (nobody knew why) ina 
grove near the imperial city, and were busily employed, apparently 
in friendly conversation, and in reading some book in their posses- 
siun, which induced them to renounce their caste, to bind them- 
selves to love and associate with one another, to intermarry only 
among their own sect, and to lead a strict and holy life. 

This account filled Anund with great anxiety to ascertain who 
and what they were; and he instantly set off for the grove which 
had been pointed out as the place of rendezvous. He found about 
five hundred people, men, women, and children, seated under the 
shade of the trees, and empioyed, as had been related to him, in 
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reading and conversation. He went up to an elderly looking man, 
and accosted him; and the following conversation passed: 

“Friend, pray who are all these people, and whence come they?” 
«We are poor and lowly. and we read and love this book.” Anund. 
«What is that book?” “The book of God.” Anund. “Let me look 
at it, if you please.” Anund on opening it, perceived it to be the 
gospel of our Lord, translated into the Hindostanee tongue, many 
copies of which seemed to be in the possession of the party; some 
printed, others written by themselves frem the printed ones. 

Anund pointed to the name of Jesus, and asked, “Who is that?” 
“That is God; he gave us this book.” Anund. “Where did you ob- 
tain it??? “An angel from heaven gave it me at Hurdwar-Fair.” 
Anund. “An angel!” “Yes: to us he was God’s angel; but he was a 
man, a learned Pundit.” (Doubtless, these translated gospels must 
have been the books distributed five or six years ago at Hurdwar by 
the missionary.) ‘The written copies we wrote ourselves, having 
no other means of obtaining the blessed word.” ‘These books,” 
said Anund, “teach the religion of the European Sabibs. It is their 
book; and they printed it in our language for our use.” “Ah, no3” 
replied the stranger, “that cannot be, for they eat flesh.” \ “Jesus 
Christ,” said Anund, “teaches that it does not signify what a man 
eats or drinks. Eating is nothing before God; and not that which 
entereth in a man’s mouth defileth him; but that which cometh 
out of the mouth, this defileth a man: for vile things come forth from 
the heart; and out of the heart proceedeth evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornication, thefts, &c. these are the things that defile.” 
“That is true; but how can it be the European book, when we believe 
that it was God’s gift tous at Hurdwar-Fair?” Jnund. God 

ave it long ago to the Sabibs, and they sent it to us.” I find, from 
Anund, that these Testaments were circulated at Hurdwar, (I be- 
lieve, by Mr., Chamberlain,) and falling into the hands of different 
people, resident in different but neighbouring villages, they were 
found to be interesting records, and well worth the attention of the 
people. 

A publick reader appears to have been selected by themselves in 
each of the villages, for the express purpose of reading the miracu- 
lous book; and their evenings have been habitually spent in this 
blessed employment; crowds gathering together to hear God’s book. 
The ignorance and simplicity of many was very striking. Never 
having heard ef a printed book before, its very appearance was to 
them miraculous. 

A great stir was created by the gradually increasing information 
hourly obtained; and all united to acknowledge the superiority of the 
doctrine of the holy book to every thing they had hitherto heard or 
known. An indifference to the distinction of caste soon manifest- 
ed itself; andthe interference and tyrannical authority of their 
Brahmins became more offensive and contemptible. At last, it was 
determined to separate themselves from the rest of their Hindoe 
brethren, and establish a party of their own, choosing out four or 
five who could read the best, to be publick teachers from this newly 
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acquired book. The numbers daily and rapidly increased, especial- 
ly amongst the poor; which at last suggested the idea of convoking 
a publick meeting of all their congenial associates, to ascertain how 
many accepted their new doctrine. The large grove near Dethi 
seemed a convenient spot, and this interesting group had now all 
met for this very purpose when Anund’s visit took place. 

They seemed to have no particular form of congregational wor- 
ship; but each individual made daily and diligent use of the Lord’s 
prayer. Anund asked them why they were all dressed in white. 
a “The people of God should wear white garments,” was the reply, 

| ‘as a sign that they are clean, and rid of their sins.” Anund ob- 
served, “you ought to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Come to M. there is a christian Padree there, and 
he will shew you what you ought to do.” They answered, “now 
we must go home to the harvest; but as we mean to meet once a 
year, perhaps the next year we may come to M.” 

In consequence of this, I have deemed it advisable to send Anund 
to make all possible inquiry respecting these promising blossoms of 
hope, and trust to be enabled ere long to give you still more grati- 
fying information.—Bos. Rec. 


te ane 


Extract of a letter from the missionaries in Ceylon, to the corres- 
ponding secretary. Jaffna, Jan. 20, 1817. 


Rev. AND DEAR siR,—In October 1816, we forwarded to you, by 
way of Calcutta. some extracts from our journal kept during our re- 
sidence at Columbo, accompanied with a letter containing some ac- 
count of our plans and prospects at this place. As we did not send 
a duplicate of those communications, we shall now copy the sub- 
stance of them, and give you some further information of our affairs. 

If the journal and letter referred to have been received, you have 
learned the goodness of God to us, in permitting us to enjoy an al- 
most uninterrupted course of prosperity till we entered upon mis- 
sionary ground. Frora this letter you will perceive that the favours 
of Sed Gave been multiplied, by which our hearts are encouraged 
and our hands strengthened for the good work in which we are en- 
gaged. 

The brethren here recapitulate some of the leading particulars 
recorded in the journal to which they refer, and which were pub- 
lished in the numbers of the Panoplist for Aug. Sept. and Oct. last. } 


On the 20th of September, brother and sister Poor, and on the 
25th, brethren Richards and Meigs with their wives, lett Columbo 
by water, and arrived at Jaffna about a week afterwards. We were 
received with christian affection and hospitably entertained by J. 
N. Mooyart, esq. in whose family brother Warren resided. With 
a zeal that is according to knowledge, and with the genuine liberali- 
ty of sentiment which characterizes many christians at the present 


day, this gentleman is ever ready to co-operate with all those whose 
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plans are formed with reference to the promotion of Christ’s king- 
dom. 

Brother Warren has done much in making arrangements for 
repairing the dwelling houses at Batticotta and Tillipally. So 
much was necessary to be done at Batticotta that there was no hope 
of its being put into a habitable state before the rainy season com- 
menced. Consequently, brethren Richards and Meigs, who had 
been previously appointed to that station, hired a house in Jaffna- 
patam, in which they now reside. They have been employed in 
study, preaching occasionally, and in forwarding the repairs of the 
house at Batticotta when the weather has permitted. Though the 
house at Tillipally was in a very unfinished state, brethren Warren 
and Poor removed into it on the 15th of October, believing that they 
should render it comfortable during the rains, and be in favourable 
circumstances for attending to the concerns of the mission. ‘They 
have not been disappointed. They have been properly situated for 
superintending the repairs of the house, and for building a bungalo, 

a small temporary building,) for schools and other purposes. On 
the Sabbath they have constantly preached by an interpreter in their 
dwelling house to an audience of from forty to fifty people. They 
have a school at Tillipally, consisting of thirty boys, who are learning 
English and Tamul. They preach also on the Sabbath at Majla- 
gum, two miles distant from Tillipally, to an audience whose num- 
ber vary from fifty to seventy. At this place they have recently 
established a school. D. Bast, esq. at this place has much influence 
with the natives, and is of essential service to the brethren at Til- 
lipally. 

gai last letter we said considerable on the subject of schools: 
that it is practicable and very desirable, that schools be established 
on an extensive plan, to be taught by native school masters under 
our superintendance. From the additional information we have 
obtained, we think that an attention to this subject may be urged 
with still greater force. There appears to be a peculiar preparation 
among this people for such exertions. ‘hey have a prevailing dis- 
position to educate their sons; their prejudices against christianity 
are fewer, and the influence of the Brahmins less, than is other 

arts of India. The many advantages resulting from missionaries 
ne influence with the rising generation are too obvious to the 
prudential committee to require a particular enumeration. We 
have to remark here, that it will be our object to attend to the sub- 
ject of schools to as great an extent as our means will! permit, con- 
sistently with a due attention to other branches of our missionary 
work. 

Wherever we establish schoo!s there we can preach to advantage, 
and most effectually open the way for the distributions of the Scrip- 
tures. 

A printing press we consider ena | necessary to the pros- 
perity of our mission. A large portion of this people are able to 
read. Many of them would willingly read the Bible if they could 
obtain it. e have frequent calls for it which we cannot satisfy. 
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There is no printing press in the district of Jaffna. But few books 
in the Tamu! !anguage have been printed in the island, and there 
are none now for sale. Tamul books imported from the continent 
are excessively dear, even at the first cost, and the duties here are 
twenty-five per cent. The natives have few printed books, and 
most of these were distributed by missionaries. There is a small 
difference between the written and the printed characters; but those 
who have opportunity soon become acquainted with the latter. It 
is very desirable that books may be circulated in such numbers, that 
the printed characters may be generally known. We think it an 
important object to intreduce printed books into our schools. We 
are now in want of Tamul Testaments for those under our care who 
can read, and are now committing portions of Scripture written 
upon ollas. 

We have applied to the Colutibo Auxiliary Bible Society for 
some English and Tamu! Bibles, and have a prospect of obtaining a 
few. The Tamul Old Testament, we understand, is out of print, 
but this we much need, as many people think we are introducing a 
new religion. In view of the facts here mentioned, we feel justified 
in applying to the committee for a printing press, and for some per- 
son qualified to superintend it; fora fount of English types; a quan- 
tity of printing paper, ink and meney, that will enable us to print 
such books in the Tamul language, as will be most needed at the 
time we may be prepared to print. We can procure here at a mo- 
derate price China paper, which serves well for common writing 
paper and the printing of tracts. But the paper used in this coun- 
try for Bibles and other books of importance, is usually imported 
from Europe. We shall immediately take some steps for procuring 
Tamul types, and for ascertaining what books it may be expedient 
to print. The Rev. Mr. Glenie, the colonial chaplain at Jaffnapa- 
tam, whois a decided friend to missions and has shown us many fa- 
vours, has assured us that he will use his influence for us in support- 
ing a press. On the whole, we think that the sooner we have a 
printing establishment here, the brighter will be our prospects of 
usefulness among the people.* 

The principal reason that influences heathen parents to send 
their children to our school is that they may acquire a knowledge 
of the English language. We are, therefore, in immediate want of 
the books mentioned in a former 4etter. 

In our last letter we suggested to the committee the most promi- 
nent reasons which occur to our minds for their sending out more 
missionaries as soon as is practicable. Those reasons were drawn 
from the contemplation of the extensive missionary field into which 
we have entered, the spiritual distresses and wants of this pagan 
people, the facilities here for using with them the means of salvation, 
and the importance of properly supporting the establishment which 
we may be permitted to commence. We should greatly dread the 
consequences of the removal of ene or more of our number, after 


*A printing press with types and paper have been sent out to them. 
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we shall have formed our plans, and closely engaged in the active 
duties of the mission, unless we shall have a fair prospect of soon 
receiving assistance from home. 

We mention as an occasion of thanksgiving to God, that, as a 
body, we have been favoured with much better health than is usual- 
ly enjoyed by strangers in this climate. Brother and sister Richards 
were unwell for a season, but are now better. Instead of diminish- 
ing our number, God has increased it by granting a daughter to 
brother Meigs, and also to brother Poor. 

On reviewing the providences of God towards us hitherto, we dis- 
cover much that is calculated to increase our confidence in him, and 
to encourage us to go forward in our work. In prospect of the fu- 
ture we have reason to a with trembling steps. It becomes 
us to cultivate a spirit of dependance on God, and resignation to his 
will; as he can easily blast our pleasing prospects, ont he only can 
crown our efforts with success. We therefore request, dear sir, 
that you, and that the churches in our beloved country, would “pray 
for us, that utterance may be given unto us, and that we may open 
our mouths boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel.” 

With expressions of respect and affection, we acknowledge our- 
selves to be your unworthy fellow labourers in the gospel vineyard. 

EDWARD WARREN, 
JAMES RICHARDS. 
BENJAMIN C, MEIGS. 
DANIEL POOR. 
[ Panoplist. 
<-> + oe 


DOMESTICK. 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN OHIO. 


At a convention of the Episcopal Church in the state of Ohio, 
held in Columbus on the 5th of January last, a constitution was 
adopted and the church organized in that state. On this occasion 
the Rev. Messrs. Searle and Chase, from the committee to report 
‘con the state of the church in the state of Ohio,” made report, which, 
being read, was accepted, and ordered to be inserted on the minutes 
of the convention. 


REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


The committee apapene by the convention to give a view of the 
Protestant episcopal church in the diocess of Ohio, beg leave respect- 
fully to report: ve 

That there being present but two clergymen residing in this state, 
and officiating therein, the most satisfactory way of bringing the 
state of the church fully to view, will be by recounting what they 
have, during the short time of their ministrations, done towards the 
establishment and prosperity of our infant Zion. 

The Rev. Mr. Searle observes, that ne came into this state in the 
month of February, 1817; in which month, and in March and April 
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following, several parishes were formed in the state of Ohio, as mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church. A parish in Ashtabula, 
county of Ashtabula, by the name of St. Peter’s church, was formed 
in February last, with considerable promise. Trinity church, in 
Cleveland, was formed soon after. St. Mark’s church,in Columbia; 
St. John’s church, in Liverpool; St. Paul’s church, in Media; St. 
Luke’s church, in Ravena; and St. James’s church, in Boardman, 
were duly organized in March and April. Grace church, in Berk- 
shire, and St. Paul’s church, in Chillicothe, took form also in April 
Jast. A general spirit of suitable zeal seemed every where to pre- 
vail, and an ardent wish was expressed for the ordinances of our 
holy religion. 

During the very laborious services rendered by the subscriber last 
spring, two hundred and eighty-four persons and children were bap- 
tized, and eighty-three persons admitted to the holy communion. 

On his return to the state of Ohio, in November last, the subscri- 
ber has visited many parts of the state. Some of the parishes form- 
ed last spring, are found to be prospering; increasing in numbers 
and proper zeal for the interests of religion generally, and for the 

rimitive doctrines and usages of the church. In Steubenville, in 
St. Clairsville, in Morristown, and in Cambridge, there are parishes 
formed, which are under the care of the Rev. Dr. Doddridge of Vir- 
ginias all of which are understood to be prospering. 

The subscriber has now devoted nearly one year in unremitting 
services and tabours for the promotion of those interests justly 
deemed sacred by the members of the church, and the friends of re- 
ligion generally. And while he views, with great pleasure, every 
opening prospect pointing to the future prosperity of primitive piety, 
he earnestly prays the great Head of the church to direct the mea- 
sures leading us to our contemplated organization. 

R. SEARLE. 

The Rev. Mr. Chase observes, that he came into this state in the 
month of March last; that he organized a parish of the Protestant 
Episcopal church in the town of Windsor, county of Ashtabula, by 
the name of Christ church; that he baptized rising of sixty per- 
sons therein, and administered the holy communion to twenty-four 
persons; that the members of this infant parish appear to be pious, 
and ardently attached to our primitive communion. 

| Besides officiating in various intermediate places, where prayer 
books and tracts were earnestly wished for, the Rev. Mr. Chase held 
divine service, and regularly incorporated a parish, of our commu- 
nion, at the [ron Works, in the township of Talmage and vicinity, 
by the name of St. Stepnen’s church. This parish is but small, but 
of considerable promises the baptisms were a few. 

Mr. Chase held service me preached in several places on his 
way to Zanesville. In Coshocton he partially organized a parish. 
There being several persons in that place and neighbourhood be- 
longing to our communion, much is hoped from the exertions of 
some future labourer in the vineyard. 

In Zanesville he found a very respectable congregation of Epis- 
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copalians, duly organized, under the pious and praise-worthy exer- 
tions of the Rev. Dr. Doddridge. of Virginia. Mr. Chase bapt zed 
several persons, both adults and infants, in this parish, and thinks 
they bid fair soon to become a distinguished part of the church in 
this state. 

In Lancaster, Mr. Chase officiated. The members of our com- 
munion in that place, though not numerous, yet expressed their 
hopes that a parish might soon be organized, so as to require the 
service of a clergyman, at least a part of the time! ‘I'he same ob- 
ener may be applied to the people of our church in Circle- 
ville. 

In Chillicothe Mr. Chase officiated several times. As the re- 
spectable parish in this town was duly organized by the Rev. Mr. 
Searle, and as he has mentioned its state and prospects in the part 
of this report assigned to him, Mr. Chase passes it over. He un- 
derstands, however, that they intend soon to erect a church, for 

ublick worship. Mr. Chase officiated in Springfield and Dayton; 
in both of which places, the attempts to organize parishes in our 
communion have not been totally without success. 

In Cincinnati, Mr. Chase was peculiar blessed in the formation 
of a numerous and wealthy parish by the name of Christ church. 
The persons belonging to this parish, have, since their recent esta- 
blishment, manifested a zeal and ardour in the cause of Zion, worthy 
of better days: They regularly meet and hold divine service on Sun- 
day. Notwithstanding their exertions to procure a clergyman, they 
have hitherto been unsuccessful. ; 

Mr. Chase succeeded in organizing a parish in Columbus, by the 
name of Trinity church; and another in Delaware, by the name of 
St. Peter’s church. These, together with a small parish at Norton 
and Radner, formed last summer by Col. James Kilbourn; a very 
respectable parish in Berkshire, formed by the Rev. Mr. Searle; and 
the parish of St. John’s chureh, Worthington, constitute the pre- 
sent cure of Mr. Chase. In his cure comprehending these last 
named parishes, he has baptized rising a hundred persons; and, at 
stated times, administers the holy communion to about sixty-five. 

Notwithstanding the many difhculties incident to infant parishes 
in new settled countries, there is, under the smiles of a benignant 
providence, much to cause the heart of a christian to rejoice for the 
present, and take courage for the future. A Bible and Prayer Book 
society has been formed in Worthington and vicinity, of much promise; 
and a female tract society, under the direction of the rector ot St. 
John’s church, is recently organized, and bids fair to be very useful. 
The constant accession to the number of communicants at the altar, 
as well as the awakened attention of the congregations in general, 
to the necessity of holy baptism, and other ordinances of the gospel, 
afford great cause for gratitude to the divine Head of the church, 
for the operations of his grace, and prompt the ardent prayer for 


future blessings. 
P. CHASE. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


REVIVAL IN POULTNEY, Vr. 


Extracts "aya a communication from the Rev. Clark Kendrick, to 
- one of the editors of the American Baptist Magazine. Nov. 1817. 


The uncommonly gloomy season we witnessed last year, seemed 
to fall with more weight on the minds of the publick, than any one 
judgment of God I ever witnessed before. It evidently produced 
a solemnity on the minds of many people; but there was no general 
acknowledgment of special conviction until September, when there 
began to appear something of a work of grace in one corner of the 
town. For some time we were held in a state of suspense between 
hope and fear, as to the issue, whether it would continue and ex- 
tend its balmy influences, or take its flight, and leave the people in 
their sins. 

About this time, there was an occurrence perhaps worth noticing. 
In the centre of the town where nothing of the work had discover- 
ed itself, one evening towards twilight, a number of young girls, 
from about eleven to fourteen years of age were very merrily at 
play, on the broad steps of the Baptist meeting-house, and of a sud- 
den, without any visible cause, they were struct with solemn awe. 
and retired with sighs and sobs, to a house, where they spent the 
evening in reading the Bible, and other good books. Some of these 
children, (one of whom was my eldest daughter) eventually obtain- 
ed a comfortable hope and were baptized. ‘This circumstance led 
me to hope, that the Holy Spirit was mercifully hovering over us. 

The latter part of October, there began to be evident appearances 
of conviction, in different parts of the town. Sabbath and confer- 
ence meetings became crowded; and many were inquiring what they 
should do to be saved. 

During the revival, perhaps nearly two hundred have been hope- 
fully brought into the possession of religion. Some of whom have 
not as yet joined any church. I conclude that between forty and 
fifty have united with the congregational church in this place. The 
additions with us since the commencement of the work are an hun- 
dred and seven, six of whom have been added by letters. ‘The con- 
verts generally maintain a good degree of engagedness in the cause. 
Many of them are in the bloom of youth. One of whom, a young 
man, soon after he had made a religious profession, ended his war- 
fare, and sleeps with the pious dead. The reformation has given 
rise toa large Female Mite Society, to aid missionary funds and the 
education of youth for the ministry. —Bos. Rec. 


FROM THE METHODIST MAGAZINE. 

REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD IN A SCHOOL. 
(Continued from page 352. vol. 2.) 

In a few days, some were brought to rejoice in a sin pardoning 

God; and oh! how sweet to hear the high praises of Jehovah chanted 
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by infant voices! The change was truly great. All amusements 
in the intervals of school hours, was entirely laid aside, and the time 
wholly occupied in reading the Scriptures, singing hymns, and re- 
ligious conversation. Even little children left their sports and lis- 
tened with profound attention, while the starting tear Retncntty in- 
dicated the tenderness and sympathy of their Seats, Some, who 
at first ridiculed their serious companions, were made conspicuous 
examples of the power of regenerating grace. For three days, dur- 
ing the height of the attention, the usual business of the school was 
almost wholly interrupted. It was vain to attempt to call their at- 
tention to science, when so fully occupied with the “weightier mat- 
ters” of eternity; but when the peace of God visited their hearts, 
their minds appeared to have attained new vigour, and their pro- 
gress was rapid. 

The adversary of souls stirred up some of his children, to oppose 
the work, on the ground that it was improper to attend to religion 
ina school; but the uncommon improvement of the serious scholars, 
soon put to silence the mouths of gainsayers, and even the enemies 
of the cross were constrained to acknowledge that a most happy 
change had taken place in the school. 

The most exact order and decorum were observed, and I seldom 
had occasion to notice the least impropriety of conduct. 

Twelve out of this little school; in the course of the quarter, pub- 
lickly professed the religion of Jesus. Several others, in the judg- 
ment of charity, were the subjects of regenerating grace, and some 
remained under serious impressions when I left them. 

‘The work was principally carried on in prayer-meetings, which 
were holden twice a week, and was remarkably free from extrava- 
gance and enthusiasm. 

Sometimes the voice of praise, and the cries of mourning penitents 
were mingled; sometimes the redeemed of the Lord shouted for joy, 
and the convinced sinner cried aloud for mercy: but the passions 
seldom appeared to be much excited, and the divise influence seem- 
ei! to descend, more like the gentle fertilizing dew than like the re- 
sistless shower. ‘The subjects of the work appeared to be deeply 
and rationally convinced; but in the pungency of their convictions, 
as well as in the length of time, before they obtained the witness of 
pardoning love, there was considerable diversity. 

Some, like Saul, were suddenly and powerfully arrested, perhaps 
in the very act of persecution—others, by slow degrees, and gra- 
dual progress, were brought to discover their need of a Saviour. 
Auxious for advice, they appeared to look to me to direct their in- 
quiries in religion as in literature—and never did I more feelingly 
realize my need of the “wisdom that cometh from above.” But, 
thanks be to God, Jesus was my support, and his grace was sufficient. 
From time to time I was enabled to impart such advice and instruc? 
tion, as were owned and blessed of him who “giveth the increase.” 

I yet cherish the consoling idea, and shall carry it with me to my 
grave, as the dearest reward for all my sufferings, that in the great 
day of accounts, the efficacy of these instructions wili appear, and 
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that some redeemed souls will bless God in eternity for this quar- 
ter’s tuition. 

My uncommon exertions in inclement weather, being engaged al- 
most every evening, as well as attending school by day, so impair- 
ed my health, that at the close of the quarter, with extreme regret, 
I relinquished the school. 

It has pleased my merciful Creator to raise me again to health and 
strength. O that my usefulness may increase, my gratitude height- 
en, aud my spared life devoted anew to the service of my God. 

(To be concluded.) 


—_— 


THE GRAVE OF THE CONVICT. 


[From the Poem just published, under the above title.} 
Morn, sweetly blushing, leaves her dewy bed, 
Air’s thousand tongues her welcome advent tell; 
But, hark, from yonder mansion of the dead, 
Why tolls so dismally the village beil? 


It was not wont thus to appal my ear, 
As, with the dawn, I oft have hail’d its chime, 
Or oft, at eventide, have linger’d near 
To count each stroke, that mark’d the flight of time. 


But now, through wood and glen, with heavy sound, 
Its long dull echoes load the moraing breeze, 
That seems in sighs to ask the hills around, 
‘When heard ye e’er such sickening notes as these?” 


' For none before this peaceful vale had known, 
Save such as speak the fleeting hour the while, 
Or such as summon, with their solemn tone, 
The neighb’ring hamlet to yon sacred pile. 


Or, haply, save some more impressive chime, 
That greets the parted spirit to its home; 

But ne’er before, through long-remembered time, 
Such sound as this had left yon village dome. 


But hark again! it is the convict’s knell, 

The warning voice of death—and lo! *tis past; 
Now child of serrow, quit thy prison-cell, 

Thy cup of bitterness to drain at last. 


A few short moments make thy life a dream, 

Which the oblivious dawn hath chased away; 
Yet, as the vision flies, perchance a gleam 

Shall turn the coming prospect into day. 
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